PRAYER FORCE

A CALLTO
CONSECRATION

Preparing to host God’s presence

Why a call to Consecration? Because America is in a
state of emergency evidenced by the symptoms of
widespread moral depravity and economic meltdown.
Education, government, and man’s wisdom cannot solve this
problem. There is only one remedy that truly can “heal the
Land”

If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble
themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from
their wicked ways; then will | hear from heaven, and will
forgive their sin, and will heal their land. God required
four things of His people before he would hear them. 2
Chronicles 7:14

God’s people are gathering in communities, churches,
and homes all across America to take responsibility for the
condition of the “land,” humble ourselves, pray, seek the face
of the Lord and to repent of our sins. A revivalist recently
said that the condition of the land is directly related to the
condition of God’s people on the land. Another recent
revivalist who found himself in the middle of a significant
move of God in his community put it another way when he
said that the issue is not the darkness, but rather the lack of
Light! While we want to point fingers at that darkness and
sin, we must remember that there are three fingers pointed
back at us. We are in a critical hour and a serious time for
God’s Church. How we the Church engage and respond to
the crisis all around us will have a direct correlation to God
releasing His redemption and healing upon our lives,
communities and nation. And it all begins with desperate,
humble, transforming prayer. James 5:16b tells us that the
prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective
(NIV). Elsewhere in scripture we read the following:

The eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and His
ears are open to their cry... The righteous cry out and
the Lord hears, and delivers them out of all their
troubles. The Lord is near those who have a broken
heart, and saves such as have a contrite spirit. Psalm
34:15-18

But what things were gain to me, these | have counted
loss for Christ. Yet indeed I also count all things loss for
the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my
Lord,

them as rubbish, that | may gain Christ and be found in
Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from
the law but that which is through faith | Christ, the
righteousness which is from God by faith; that | may
know Him and the power of His resurrection...
Philippians 3:7-11

Why is this important? We believe that in this hour it
is not just desperate prayer or hungry prayer or large
prayer gatherings that move the heart of God; although
they are good and necessary. God is drawing our
attention to the posture that we are praying from. Please
do not misunderstand this call. All are invited to come
before the Lord just as we are. We do not have to clean
ourselves up or be perfect to come to the Lord. We don’t
have to know exactly what to say or have it all figured out.
But as a people called by His name, we have found that
there is a posture that attracts God and opens up a place
within His presence that we could not reach any other
way.

This is not a call to be perfect in our actions but
rather to be perfected in Love. The desire is to have a
heart like David, who from the posture of love, sought to
remove everything that hindered or limited his relationship
with God. David was far from perfect, but he understood
the importance of his posture before God. God is asking
his church—you and I—a question, “Who can ascend
the hill of the Lord? Or who may stand in His holy
place?” (Psalm 24:3) This is not a rebuke or correction; it
is an invitation! God never asks a question to which He
does not know the answer. In love, He gives us the
answer, “those will clean hands and a pure heart who
has not lifted up his soul to an idol, nor sworn
deceitfully.” (Psalm 24:4)

When we allow God from the place of love, to deal with
our sin and we respond in humility with repentance and
forgiveness, then we are invited into the “Most Holy Place’
of His presence without hindrance or reservation. It is from
this place and this posture that He hears us and that He
moves on our behalf with extreme prejudice (Psalm 18).
But, if we refuse to deal with our known sin, presume
wronaly upon His Grace and come before Him in
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presumption, we are risking not
only our fellowship, but in a real
way our lives. (1 Chronicles 13-
15)

How often do we talk about prayer and participate in
prayer meetings where we petition God to come and heal
our land, restore marriages, end abortion, heal our
children... We come to God in desperation and hunger,
praying scripture and declaring the things that break God's
heart. We often come because of a call or a need,
expecting that all these motivations are enough to compel
Him to respond to our cry and answer our prayers! If it were
just about hunger and desperation and/or praying biblical
prayers, then the whole earth would be in revival. Do you
ever wonder what happens when God moves to the sound
of our voice, begins to draw near with His presence and
power and then gets close and sees our known depravity
and unconfessed sin? Does He ignore it and trust that we
will deal with it eventually or does our personal and
corporate condition influence His response?

We have seen a measure of our prayers answered even
though the condition of our lives and churches may be
questionable. But | believe that God answers those prayers
out of mercy (Amen) and His heart toward the person or
situation we are praying for, more than a response to the
words we are praying. Thank you, Lord, for Your mercy!
But what if God wants to do so much more! We have seen
a measure, but we need His fullness. Is there a posture in
scripture that when His people assume that posture He is
obligated by His nature and character to respond, not as
our puppet, but as a God who cannot lie! This is the
posture that we are calling the church across the nation to
pursue. Our nation does not simply need answers to our
prayers; we must be after the ONE who answers prayers!

...God resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble.
Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will
flee from you. Draw near to God and He will draw near
to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify
clothed with humility for 'God resists the proud, But
gives grace to the humble.’ Therefore humble
yourselves under the might hand of God, that He may
exalt you in due time, casting all your care upon Him,
for He cares for you! 1 Peter 5:5-7

Have we become so complacent and familiar with God that
we fail to recognize the cost of our sin? Do we recognize
that the sins of offense, the hidden sin of lust and sexual
temptation,

the sins we say we will deal with tomorrow or the sin of a
lifestyle that has become so normal we don't even call it sin
anymore are offensive to God. Yes, we can come as we are,
but His response to us will be determined by the condition in
which we come and His first order of business is to always,
in love, deal with our personal condition before He will
answer our corporate prayer.

This call is to the Church, Those called by His name.
God has ordained and is calling His Church to gather as
one, humble our selves, seek His face and repent for our
sin. The first step in preparing to host the presence of
God is to prepare ourselves, first personally and then
corporately. God is calling His people to return to “First
Love” faith (Revelation 2:1-7), to go deep in worship and
the Word with prayer and fasting. The call is from the
place of intimacy to a consecrated life with prayer and
fasting, marked by humility, holiness and repentance. It is
a call to the posture that King David understood in Psalm
139:23-24 when he asked the Lord to search him and
know his heart, to try him and know his anxieties and see
if there is any wickedness in him.

Over the next several days leading up to The
Response, we will be communicating to you several ways
you can engage in prayer and prepare to host the Lord in
your city and state as well as our nation. Our desire is to
build a culture of prayer across America that understands
the call to consecration from intimacy in humility with
prayer and fasting. This is not only about the Response
but it is about a culture of prayer marked by a lifestyle in
which we are rooted and grounded in His love so that as
the shakings increase we, His Church, will not be shaken,
but instead will stand and give witness and testimony to
the love of Jesus for ALL people.

Join us at The Response or gather people to pray
right where you are and join your voice with thousands of
others who are gathering around the nation in humility
and repentance, seeking the face of the Lord and crying
out for Him to come and heal our land!

The first leg of the journey of preparation is the call
to the pursuit of a consecrated life. It is personal before it
can be corporate.

Will you join us?




